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Media advisories
A media advisory alerts the local press that a special event and/or photo opportunity will take place. When the media outlet sends a reporter or photographer, they will expect to find a newsworthy activity and a chance to snap an interesting photo.  When media visit, it is an opportunity to highlight how your organization supports older adults and the community as well as Active Aging Week.

Choose to send an advisory for an activity where you expect a large attendance, a presentation by a local celebrity or a unique photo opportunity. Be specific about what will be happening. Active Aging week hosts have earned media coverage for presentations by the mayor or a political candidate, particularly if the person then joins and activity, such as a walk; group activities or classes that are colorful or unique; and personal interest stories.
In advance, arrange for people to be available for interviews or for photos.
Content

A media advisory is one page, with the key information:
· Headline that states what will happen
· Who will be at the event
· Name of event

· Time and location
· Brief statements about your organization and Active Aging Week
Timing
· One to two days before the event, send the advisory to daily newspapers, television and radio stations and web-based news sites 
· If your media are weekly or monthly, send the advisory in advance of their closing dates. You can learn the time frame by telephoning.

Example

MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[insert date and year]
Contact:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Website:

Mayor to join massive “Take Back the Park” event during Active Aging Week
WHO: 
On Tuesday, the mayor will work alongside over 250 seniors as they pick up litter, scrub walls, and wield rakes and hoes to “take back” the City Park, which has suffered from budget cutbacks. The older adults will arrive from 2 seniors centers and 2 retirement communities, They will be joined by members of Girl Scout troops 421 and 67. 
WHAT: 
After the clean-up, the gardening club members will plant over 100 flowers in the park, which the Girl Scouts will maintain over the summer.  The Elder Artist Guild  will paint park benches, assisted by the scouts. Throughout the day, the chefs and staff of the seniors centers and retirement community have volunteered to provide drinks and a light lunch.
WHEN: 
The clean-up begins at 9:00 am. At 11:00 am, the Mayor will help plant a new flowerbed at the park entrance.  At around noon, the Mayor will ring the City Park bell to announce lunch, and then try her hand at painting a bench.
WHERE:
City Park main entrance on Smith and Jones Street intersection.
HOST: 
[Your organization] is hosting the Active Aging Wellness Walk. [Your organization is…]
Active Aging Week is the annual health promotion event of International Council on Active Aging® (ICAA), initiated to give as many older adults as possible the means to experience activities and exercise in a safe, friendly and fun atmosphere.


International Council on Active Aging              www.icaa.cc
866-335-9777
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